
DATE:  10/18/16 FILE NO:  DATE216 

TO:  Cherokee County Council 

SUBJECT: Minutes of Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, 10/17/16 

  There was a Public Hearing & Regular Meeting of County Council Monday, 10/17/16, 5 
PM in Council Chambers.  Chairman Tim Spencer presided with Tracy McDaniel leading in prayer.  All 
council members were present along with Administrator Holland Belue, Attorneys Jim Thompson & Joe 
Mathis and Clerk Doris Pearson.  The news media was informed by agenda and in compliance with the 
SCFOIA and one was present.  There were 8 visitors. 

  Councilman Steven Blanton made the motion to adopt the agenda of the Public 
Hearing & Regular Meeting for 10/17/16 as received.  Tracy McDaniel seconded and council voted in 
favor. 

  Councilman Rufus Foster made the motion to approve the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of 10/3/16 as received.  Steven Blanton seconded and council voted in favor. 

  Chairman Tim Spencer opened the Public Hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2016-24 
authorizing the execution & delivery by the County Council of a Fee Agreement by & between Project 
Winslow, the code name for a Delaware Corp. and Cherokee co. pursuant to the provisions of Title 12, 
Chapter 44, Code of Laws of SC, 1976, as amended.  Under the proposed Agreement, the Company will 
be required to pay to the County fees in lieu of ad valorem taxes with respect to certain property to be 
acquired by the Company in connection with a project consisting of the acquisition, installation, 
construction of textile and/or chemical manufacturing machinery, apparat, and equipment to be located 
in the Company’s plants located in Cherokee County.  As there was no one present to speak, the public 
hearing was closed. 

  Councilman Mike Fowlkes made the motion to pass the 3rd Reading of Ordinance No. 
2016-24 authorizing the execution & delivery of a Fee-in-Lieu of Tax Agreement by & between 
Cherokee Co. and Project Winslow with respect to certain Economic Development Property in the 
County, whereby such property will be subject to certain payments in lieu of taxes & other matters 
related thereto.  Councilman Tracy McDaniel seconded and council voted in favor. 

  Councilman Steven Blanton made the motion to pass the 2nd Reading of Ordinance No. 
2016-25 authorizing the execution & delivery of a Fee-in-Lieu Agreement & an Infrastructure Finance 
Agreement by & among Cherokee Co. & Project Iron Saber with respect to certain Economic 
Development property in the county whereby such property will be subject to certain payments in 
lieu of taxes and the Project will receive certain infrastructure credits in respect of its investment in 
related infrastructure; and other matters related thereto.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted 
in favor. 

  Councilman Steven Blanton made the motion to adopt the Resolution No. 2016-06 
authorizing the execution & delivery of an Inducement Agreement by & between Cherokee Co., SC  
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and Project Winslow whereby, under certain conditions, Cherokee County will execute a Fee in Lieu of 
Tax Agreement with respect to a Project in the county whereby the Project would be subject to 
payment of certain fees in lieu of taxes; and providing for related matters.  Tracy McDaniel seconded 
and council voted in favor. 

 Administrator Holland Belue reported that the bids were awarded to Painters HAVC for two a/c 
unites at two separate locations at the courthouse.  I wanted to discuss with you that the courthouse 
runs on a boiler system for heat; we have a few heat pumps throughout the building and also have air 
handlers for the building.  Boiler system is about 15 yrs. old.  We looked at the cost of adding heat pump 
options to both these 2 air handlers & 4 compressors.  There will be electrical work required and all this 
would cost $7600.  We could run the boiler as a primarily heat source as the heat pump as secondary.  
[Mike Fowlkes made the motion to allow Admin. to add up to $7600 to the contract with Painters 
Heating & AC to install heat pumps to both air handlers that are being installed at the courthouse.  
Charles Mathis seconded and council voted in favor.] 

 Administrator Holland Belue reported on the Cherokee Transportation Committee (CTC) 
meeting that they identified a staff member that is currently employed by the SCC/Economic 
Development Dept. to record and type their minutes of their meetings & publish agendas, etc. 2nd action 
they took is that they will honor all roads listed on the initial bid sheet, if the district or municipality had 
yet to issue purchase orders for those they still have an option to do that; the roads that were already 
listed will have a PO issued; if the road was on the list and you want it paved, it has been approved.  3rd 
action was on the next road CTC will do is a partnership project with DOT for Fairview Road and they will 
apply up to $200,000 from CTC Funds; 4th action is another partnership project with DOT on Goucher 
School Road for $150,000 balance coming from DOT; 5th action was the road that was tentative 
approved if funds remain to do Starr Ridge Road for $122,000.  As we get roads finished up, they will be 
able to determine the balance of available funds and they will continue to look at the priority lists 
established by the City of Gaffney, Town of Blacksburg, Cherokee Co. & DOT. 

 Administrator Holland Belue reported on the Ford Lighting Project that all lights poles are up; 
power has been connected and there is a softball tournament scheduled for Sat., 10/22/16.  I especially 
want to thank Rick Jiran & Sandy Martin of Duke Energy for their assistance in getting these lights on.  
The project came in about $10,000 under the approved contract for this project. 

 Administrator Holland Belue reported that at the Public Works facility we have a hot water 
pressure washer which needs replacing.  We bought it about 8 years ago and use it to wash all garbage 
trucks, all equipment at DPW and equipment at the landfill.  To replace this unit it will cost between 
$2500 to $6000 for a commercial/industrial unit.  [Tracy McDaniel made the motion to appropriate 
$5500 to allow Admin. to purchase either a commercial or industrial hot water pressure washer for 
the Public Works Dept.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor.] 
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 Administrator Holland Belue reported that he is still working on the capital building assessment. 
As a matter on the HVAC here in the Admin. Bldg., I met with Barry Agnew & his project team, Larry 
Sossamon and CES.  We are working with Waldrop & Trane to continue to address our issues.  I feel we 
will be able to address some of the issues as we are all working together to resolve this issue. 

 Administrator Holland Belue reported that on an annual basis County Council approves the rates 
for the Detention Center charges back to the Town of Blacksburg & City of Gaffney.  As you are aware, 
we have done several hundreds of dollars in renovations there in the past year and as a result of that 
the daily rate has increased several dollars/day.  You will be facing more capital issues in the near future 
with the HVAC units.  I am suggesting that you increase the daily rates at the Detention Center to the 
Town of Blacksburg & City of Gaffney to $44.32/day effective 7/1/16.  The rate now is $38.99/day.  
There were 76,092 inmate days at the Detention Center last fiscal year.  [Charles Mathis made the 
motion to increase the daily inmate rate at the Detention Center to $44.32/day effective 7/1/16 to 
the City of Gaffney & Town of Blacksburg.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor.] 

 Chairman Tim Spencer stated that he had several people contact me asking me why I lied to 
them about paving a road.  I just want them to know that I did not lie to them.  Neither I nor this council 
have any control of these roads in the county anymore.  I tried my best to get this road on the list but it 
was not put on the list. I’m sorry but it is out of my hands now. 

Councilman Tracy McDaniel made the motion to approve the claims for Cherokee County in 
the amount of $271,101.42.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor. 

 Administrator Holland Belue began opening the bids for Bid No. 2017-15 scrap metal at the 
Cherokee Co. Landfill:  one bid was received – Omni Source in the amount of $50/net ton.  [Mike 
Fowlkes made the motion to allow Admin. to review the bids to make sure they meet specifications 
and award the bid to Omni Source for their amount of $50/net ton.  Steven Blanton seconded and 
council voted in favor.] 

 Administrator Holland Belue opened the bids for Bid No. 2017-19 seedlings to replace Timber 
Project:  1)  Green Lawn Specialists, LLC for 90 acres at the landfill tract -$47,250 and for 50 acres at the 
baseball field tract - $26,250.  2)  Vin Woods, LLC – 90 acres at landfill tract - $14,500 and for 50 acres at 
the baseball field tract - $8,000.  [Charles Mathis made the motion to allow Admin. to review these 
bids and report back to the appropriate committee before the next regular meeting.  Steven Blanton 
seconded and council voted in favor.] 

 Development Board Director Jim Cook asked council to consider going into Executive Session for 
the purpose of discussion of matters relating to future proposed locations, expansions or provision of 
services including locations and expansions of industries or other businesses in the areas served by a 
public body specifically Project Flare.  [Steven Blanton made the motion for council to go into Executive 
Session for this purpose.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor and went into ES at 5:43 
PM.] 
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 Councilman Tracy McDaniel made the motion for council to come out of Executive Session at 
6:20 PM.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor.]  Attorney Joe Mathis stated that no 
action or vote was taken by council during executive session. 

 Councilman Tracy McDaniel made the motion to re-appoint Kevin Tessner for another term on 
the Cherokee Co. Recreation District Board.  Mike Fowlkes seconded and council voted in favor. 

 Chairman Tim Spencer reminded council of the work session with the Fire Chiefs & Fire Boards 
for Monday, 11/21/16, 6 PM here in the Training Rooms 159 & 160.  Charles Mathis asked Holland to be 
sure he gets a copy of the proposed resolution to the fire depts. before this meeting.  Holland replied it 
was put in your pkgs. for your review and I will be sending it to the fire depts. on Wed. of this week.  This 
meeting is more for the Fire Boards than the Fire Chiefs but all are invited.  I have already met with their 
auditor for 3 of the fire stations and nothing we ask for is out of line according to her. 

 Councilman Rufus Foster stated that he attended the ground breaking at the SCC/CCC on 
10/10/16 for the Cherokee Co. Technology Center.  They have 22 acres that will serve about 800 
students.  One thing I wish they would offer is the nursing program. I’m asking council to continue to 
encourage them to begin a nursing program for our county. 

 Chairman Tim Spencer stated he visited the Grassy Pond Arena Sat, l0/15/16.  The owner is Tony 
from York and has invested millions of dollars at this Arena.  They are having two events this weekend, 
10/21-22/16 called the 1st Annual Grassy Pond Rodeo beginning at 7:30 PM.  This would be great family 
entertainment and I encourage everyone to try to attend. 

 As there was no other business to come before council at this time, Chairman Spencer 
adjourned the meeting at 6:30 PM. 

    

APPROVED:  11/7/16      Respectfully submitted, 

 

BY ITS:  Chairman Tim Spencer     Doris F. Pearson, Clerk to Council 

  

   


