
Vote-cabulary 

❖ Absentee Ballot 

A ballot submitted in advance of an election by a voter who is unable to be present at the polls on 

election day.  (Must meet absentee qualifications set forth by South Carolina) 

❖ Ballot Styles 

 

A ballot consists of all offices a voter is eligible to vote for in any given election. Since district lines 

may cross through precinct lines, not all voters within a precinct will be issued the same ballot—their 

ballot style combination is based on where they live. 

❖ Poll Watcher 

A poll watcher is someone who is appointed by a candidate or a political party to observe the election 

day procedures in a precinct. The poll managers of the polling place will designate a place where 

watchers can remain throughout election day. Conversations between watchers and voters are not 

permitted within the polling place. Watchers will not be permitted to interfere with the orderly 

conduct of the election or influence any voter in the casting this ballot. 

❖ Polling location 

The actual location at which voters may cast in-person ballots under the supervision of election 

workers on election day. 

❖ Precinct 

A geographic area that is the basis for determining which contests the voters legally residing in that 

area are eligible to vote on. 

❖ Express Vote Machine 

A paper-based voting system that uses touch-screen technology that produces a paper record for 

tabulation. As a ballot marking device, voter makes selections, reviews selections and prints ballot. 

Does not store or tabulate votes 

❖ DS 200  

The DS200 is a scanner and precinct-level tabulator that stores results on an encrypted, removable 

flash drive. 

❖ General Election 

The election to be held for the election of officers to the regular terms of office provided by law, 

whether State, United States, county, municipal, or of any other political subdivision of the State, and 

for voting on constitutional amendments proposed by the General Assembly. 

 

 

 



❖ Primary Election 

 "Primary" means a party primary election held by a political party under the provisions of this title. 

❖ Special Election 

Any other election including any referendum provided by law to be held under the provisions of law 

applicable to general elections. Could result from a death or resignation. 

❖ Combination of Straight Party and Individual Candidate Voting  

Vote straight party but you may also vote for one or more candidates that are not affiliated with your 

straight party vote. A vote will be recorded for each candidate listed under the party you choose 

EXCEPT where you indicated another preference. 

❖ Nonpartisan Offices and Candidates 

 School Board Trustees, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Watershed Conservation Districts, 

Mayors, and City/Town Councils are Nonpartisan Offices. Candidates for these offices will be listed 

on the ballot after the partisan offices in alphabetical order by last name.  

❖ Straight Party Voting  

Voting straight party will record a vote for all candidates within the same political party of your 

choice. A straight party vote does not include school board, nonpartisan, petition candidates, or 

questions.  

❖ Voting for Individual Candidates  

Vote for the candidates you choose regardless of party affiliation.  

❖ Political Parties and Partisan Candidate Rotation  

Party order rotates every general election year with the party at the top of the list rotating to the 

bottom of the list.  The party order remains in effect for all elections held until the next general 

election (two years).  Newly certified parties start at the bottom of the list and remain at the bottom of 

the list for at least one general election cycle. 

 

 


